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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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STATE BOARD oF MEDICAI EXAMINERS

)
IN THE MATTER oOF THE LICENSE o
Administrativa Action

James W. Ludden, D.P.M. CONSENT ORDER
License No. 25MDO0212700

TO PRACTICE PODIATRIC MEDICINE
IN THE sTaTE OF NEW JERSEY

,

This matter wWas most recently opened to the State Board of
Medical Examinerg ("Boardrn) UpOn receipt of allegations that James
W. Ludden, D.P.M. (“Respondent”) slapped one female Patient on the
buttocks wirh an open hand during a rhysical exam; behaved in an
unprofessional Manner to two Co-workers; Practiced podiatry‘without
malpractice insurance: and produced a falsified letter rq his
employer from an insurance company thar Stated that pr. Ludden had
refroactive Coverage for medical malpractice insurance.

Efter g careful review of all available Materialg, includiﬂg
victim Statements ang Pr. Ludden's testimony before the Board op

August 23, 2004, the Board finds that Respondent © 5 actions ag




described above constitute viclations of N.J.S.Aa. 45:1-21(e) ang
(h} and N.J.&A.C, 13:35—6.3{h) and N.J.A.C. 13:35-5 13,

The Board having foung the within dispositicon adequately
brotective of the public health, safety angd welfare and the
licensee being desirous of resolving this matter without the need

for further formal proceedingsg,

a 3
FrIS onTais 71 pav o mprch . 2007,

ORDERED :

1. The license of Respondent, James w. Ludden, D.P.M., to
Practice poediatry in the State of New Jersey ig hereby suspended
for a period of three (3) years, effective immediately upen entry

cf this Consent Order. The entive period of Suspension shall be

2. Respondent shal] submit to a psycho-sexual evaluation by
4 Board-approved evaluation Program within three months following
the entry of thig Order, and shall undertake the successfyl
completion of any followMup remediation tecommended by such
evaluation program. The evaluation Lrogram and any subsequent
follow-up remediation shall ba atr Respondent ' g CWIL expense and
Regpondent shall ensure that the evaluation Program provides a
Written report of irg findings ang Tecommendations rp the Board of

Medical Examiners .

(W]



2. Respondent shall Successfully complete a Board approved
course in ethics at his own EXpense. Succegsfyul completion means
that al1 Sessions were attended, al] assignments were Properly and
appropriately‘completed, and a Passing grade was achieved which was
unconditional and without Teservations. Respondent shall submit to
the Board verification of the successfyul completion of saiqg coursge

:

within twelve {12) months hereof .

4. Respondent ghali Successfully complete a RBoard approved
course  in boundary issues at nis own expense Successful
completion means that al1 Sessions were attended, al] asgignments
Were properly and appropriately completed, and 3 Passing grade was
achieved which was  unconditional and  without r'eservations.
Respondent gha1l submit to the Board verification of the succesefyl]
completion of said Course within twelve (12) months hereof .

5. Respondent ghal:l pay a civil penalty in the amount of
twenty  thousand ($20,000) dollars to be paid in moenthly
installments at the rate of ng less than $834.00 each menth, due on
the firgt day of each month commencing May 1, 2007, Interest shaij
accrue  in accordance with g 4:42-11(a) . Payments ghal3l be
submitted by certifiag check or mnoney order made Payable to the
State of New Jersey . Respondent’ g obligation shall be memcrialized
by a Certificate of Debt duly recorded in the Sate of New Jersey,
and shall be paid by certified check or money order. All Certifisdg

checks or noney orders shall be made Payvable to the “New Jersey



State Board of Medical Examiners . # Payment shall be sgent wvia
certified mai] Lo William Reeder, Executive Director, Board of
Medical Examiners, P.O. Box 183, Irenton, New Jersey, 08625-0183 .

6. Respondent ghai follow the Dlrectives of Licensees whege

enses have been Suspended, z COpY ©f which ig attached and made

fd
ot
Q

& part herecf.

New Jersey State
Board of Medicagl Examiners

I have read and understood the above Order
and agree to be bound by its terms.
I hereby cexgent Lo its entry of the Crder:

A. Amdur, Esqg.
Attorney for Respondent



WHO IS DISCIPLINED OR WHOSE SURRENDER OF LICENSURE
HAS BEEN ACCEPTED

APPROVED BY THE BOARD ON MAY 10, 2000

Allticensees who are the subject of 3 disciplinary order of the Board are required to provide
the informatjon required on the addendum to these directives. The information provided
will be maintained Separately and will not be part of the public document filed with the
Board. Failure to provide the information required may resuylt in further disciplinary action
for failing to Cooperate with the Board, as required by N.JA.C. 13:45C-1 et seq:
Paragraphs 1 through 4 below shall apply when 1 license ig Suspended or revoked or
permanently surrendered, with or without prejudice. Paragraph 5 applies fo licensees who

are the subject of an order which, while permitting continued practice, contains g probation

The licensee shall promptly forward to the Board office at Post Office Box 183, 140 East
Front Street, 2ngd floor, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0183, the original license, current
biennial registration and, if applicable, the original CDS registration. In addition, if the
licensee holds a Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) registration, he or she shall promptiy

2. Practice Cessation

The licensee shali Cease and desist from engaging in the practice of medicine in thig State.
This prohibition notonly bars a licensee from rendering professional services, but also from
providing an opinion as to professional practice or its application, or representing
him/herself as being eligible to practice. (Although the licensee need not afﬁrmativeiy
advise patients of others of the revocation, suspension Of surrender, the licensee must
truthfully disclose his/her licensure status in response to inguiry.) The disciplined licensee
is also prohibited from OCCupying, sharing or using office space in which another licensee
provides health care services. The disciplined licensee Mmay contract for, accept payment
from another icensee for or rent at fa or equipment
In no case may the disciplined licensee authorize, allow or condone the use of his/her
provider number by any health Care practice or any other licensee or health care provider.
(In situations where the licensee has been Suspended for less than Gne year, the licensee
may accept payment from another professional who s using his/her office during the
period that the licensee js suspended, for the Payment of salaries for office staff employed
at the time of the Board action.)



A licensee whose license has been revoked, suspended for one (1) year or more or
permanently surrendered must réemove signs and take affirmative action to stop
advertisements by which his/her eligibility to practice is represented. The licensee must
also take steps to remove histher name from professional listings, telephone directories,
professional stationery, or billings. If the licensee's name is utilized in g group practice
title, it shall be deleted. Prescription pads bearing the licensee's name shall be destroyed.
A destruction report form obtained from the Office of Drug Contro (973-504-6558) must
be filed. If no other licensee is providing services at the focation, all medications must be
removed and returned to the manufacturer, if possible, destroyed or safeguarded. (In
situations where a license has been suspended for less than one year, prescription pads
and medications need not be destroyed but must be secured in 3 locked place for
safekeeping.)

3. Practice Income Prohibitions/Divestiture of Equity Interest in Professionaj
Service Corporations and Limited Liability Companies

liability company organized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 42:1-44, shall divest him/herself of al
financial interest. Sych divestiture shall ocour within 90 days following the the entry of the
Order rendering the licensee disqualified to participate in the applicable form of ownership.

has been terminated. If the licensee is the sole shareholder in a professional service
corporation, the corporation must be dissolved within 90 days of the licensee's
disqualification.

4. Medical Records

It, as a result of the Board's action, a practice is closed or transferred to another location,
the licensee shalf ensure that during the three (3) month period following the effective date
of the disciplinary order, a message will be delivered to patients calling the former office
premises, advising where records may be obtained. The message should inform patients
of the names angd telephone numbers of the licensee (or his/her attorney) assuming
Custody of the records. The same information shall also be disseminated by means of g

telephone number of the contact Person who will have access to medicai records of former
patients. Any change in that individual or his/her telephone number shall be promptly
reported fo the Board. When a patient or histher fepresentative requests Ccopy of his/her
medical record or asks that record be forwarded to another health care provider, the



licensee shall promptly provide the record without charge to the patient.
5. Probation/Monitoring Conditions

With respect to any licensee who is the subject of any Order imposing a probation or
monitoring requirement or a stay of an active suspension, in whole or in part, which is
conditioned upon compliance with a probation or monitoring requirement, the licensee shall
fully cooperate with the Board and its designated representatives, including the
Enforcement Bureau of the Division of Consumer Affairs, in ongoing monitoring of the
licensee's status and practice. Such monitoring shall be at the expense of the disciplined
pracititioner.

(a) Monitoring of practice conditions may include, but is not limited to, inspection
of the professional premises and equipment, and Inspection and copying of patient records
(confidentiality of patient identity shall be protected by the Board) to verify compliance with
the Board Order and accepted standards of practice.



NOTICE OF REPORTING PRACTICES OF BOARD
REGARDING DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS
=2 ZIOLIPLINARY ACTIONS

Pursuantto N.J S A 52:14B-3(3), all orders of the New Jersey State Board of Medicai Examiners are
available for public inspection. Shouid any inquiry be made concerning the status of o ficensee, the
inquirer will be informed of the existence of the order and a Copy will be provided if fequested. Al
evidentiary hearings, proceedings on motions or other applications which are conducted as public
hearings and the record, inciuding the transcript and documents marked in evidence, are available for
public inspection, upon request,

Pursuant to 45 CFR Subtitle A 50.8, the Board is obligated to report to the Nationa! Practitioners Data
Bank any action relating to a physician which is based on feasons relating to professional Gompetence

(1) Which revokes or suspends (or otherwise restricts) a license.
2) Which censures, reprimands or places on brobation,
{3} Under which a license is surrendered.

Pursuant to 45 CFR Section 61.7, the Board is obligated to report to the Healtheare Integrity and
Protection (HIP) Data Bank, any formal or official actions, such as revocation or suspension of g
license(and the fength of any such suspension), reprimand, censure or probation or any other [oss of
license or the right to apply for, or renew, a license of the provider, suppiier, or practitioner, whether by
Operation of law, voluntary Surrender, non-renewability, or ctherwise, or any other negative action or
finding by such Federal or State agency that is publicly available information.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A.45:9-19,'13, if the Board refuses fo issue, Suspends, revokes or otherwise places
conditions on a license or permit, it is obligated to notify each licensed health care facility and health
maintenance organization with which a licensee ig affiliated and every other board ficensee in this state
with whom he or she is directly associated in private medical practice.

Within the month following entry of an order, g summary of the order will appear in g Monthly
Disciplinary Action Listing which is made available to those members of the pubiic requesting a copy.

On a periodic basis the Board disseminates to its licensees a newsietter which includes a brief
description of all of the orders entered by the Board.

From time to time, the Press Office of the Division of Consumer Affairs may issue releases including
the summaries of the content of public orders.

Nothing herein is intended in any way to limit the Board, the Division or the Attorney Generaj from
disclosing any public document.



